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EDITORIAL

Every year, as autumn approaches, the festivity heralds the arrival of Maa Durga and
her divine entourage. The nature itself transforms into a canvas of creativity and the
spectacle ignites the senses and inspires the soul. It confers an embodiment of art,
culture, and tradition that captivates the hearts and minds of millions. But this festival
is not just about spectacle and indulgence. It's a time of reflection and introspection,
reminding us of the power within and the need to overcome our inertia.

As we immerse ourselves in the vibrancy of festivities, let us also remember its deeper
meaning and the values it upholds. It's a cultural heritage we must cherish and preserve
for generations to come. @31.Comm published by the Department of Journalism and
Mass Communication of Vivekananda College takes an opportunity to reflect on the
significance of this auspicious occasion. The lab journal is a platform to behold,
showcasing the artistic and creative prowess of our students. It's not just a creative
endeavor but a learning experience that fosters teamwork and ingenuity and is the
manifestation of the vision of the students.

The pages of @a1s1.Comm is a true celebration of diversity and a testament to the power
of unity . As we rejoice in its splendor, let's appreciate the dedication of all those who
make it happen.

Happy Durga Puja!

Happy reading!!
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DURGA PUJA FROM THE EYES OF
AN ECONOMICS STUDENT

Name - Debsoumayan Saha
Semester-1
Stream - BSc (Hons) Economics

Durga pujo, is the festival that echoes the heartbeat of every Bengali around the world,
from a nascent toddler, to an elderly individual enjoying the solitude of retirement. It is
held in the months of Aswin and Kartika per the Bengali calendar. The festival marks the
victory of goodness over condescending evil, in the form of Maa Durga’s victory over
Mahishasura after an arduous battle over a span of ten days. The festival is probably closer
to Bengalis’ hearts than their pulmonary arteries. Humour aside, the festival is nothing less
than an emotion to the Bengalis spread across the globe. The days imbibed with the
restless autumn wind that beckons the mind, “Maa Aschen, Maa Aschen” is something that
every Bengali cherishes and waits for anxiously. But the real exuberance of this festival is
reflected in the first half of the festival, that is from Choturthi to Ashtami, and as the
Sandhi pujo on the day of Asthami bears the sad message, “It's time to go”, the melancholy
in the air thickens and then a teary goodbye at the idol-immersion ceremony, marking the
end of all festivities gives way to another year-long wait. During the festival, the days are
marked with the glee of pandal-hopping, shopping, indulging in sumptuous repasts, and
enjoying to one's heart’s content. But somewhere hidden in this colorful plethora of
emotions, festivities and amusement is a perspective. The perspective of a student of
Economics.

This perspective is shaped through a basic understanding of the subject that this student
could develop in the brief time he had interacting with it and its intricacies. Economics has
derived from the Greek word “Oikonomos, meaning the management of household. The
subject concerns itself upon how all resources are optimally used in a household so that
maximum satisfaction is derived and to achieve this goal of optimization; the discipline of
Economics shows some dependency on the fellow disciplines of Statistics and
Mathematics. Now let us consider the entire world to be a household, and every homo-
sapiens a member of this household. But for this article, let us limit ourselves to one of the
various aspects of an economy, flow of capital. From this perspective however, Durga Puja
will appear to be nothing less than a complex and coordinated economical transaction
among various members of the household, with the capital exchanging hands numerous
times all the while staying a part of the economy as a whole.

To better understand this perspective, this humble student of Economics will take up some
examples from the day to day events hidden behind the grandeur of Durga puja, which are
essential for the festivities to take place without a hitch. Let us take the example of a club
organizing a Sarbojonin Durgotsav in your neighbourhood. To fund this event, the club asks
for donations, colloquially known as “Chanda” to which you will contribute.

Now to accomplish the gargantuan task this club will require the goods and services of
various people in the form of “Puja Samagri”,”Pujote Pourohityo”,”Puja Pandal”,”Dhaki”
and a thousand and one things. To provide these goods or services, the concerned
individuals will charge “wages” or “prices”. Now the capital that you donated to the club in
the form of “Chanda”, will be transferred to the flower-seller, the workman who
constructed the pandal, the priest performing the rituals of the pujo, the ”Dhaki” who
played the Dhak during the various ceremonies and each and every individual who have
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Been a part of this massive endeavour in any capacity at any given point of time. Thus, the
capital that u spent in the form of a donation to the club, exchanged hands and now has
become the income of another person.

Durga pujo even to this day is one of the largest sources of seasonal employment in the
state. The total economic worth of all the creative activities involved in Durga Puja festival is
about 32,377 crore INR and the festival contributes 2.58% of West Bengal’s GDP in a fiscal
year. Now citing these nhumbers, many naysayers will question the need of Durga Pujo and
acclaim it to be a wastage of money, but the reality cannot be further than the truth. The
very fact that for some people their earnings in these 10 days of Durga pujo, sustains their
families for 6 months or even the entire year is enough to dismiss such baseless accusations.
So the next time when you hear someone say that Durga pujo is a waste of money, please
make them aware that in reality, this festival is far more “economical” than they think.
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Name- Raima Mal
Semester-1
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KOLKATA - A BATTLEFIELD

Name- Mainak Neogi
Semester -3
Stream- BA (Hons) English

Like lord Krishna's one hundred and eight hames megacity Kolkata also has so many names
such as ‘The city of joy ¢, ’'The city of palace’, ‘The city of culture’ and even many callit ‘ The
city of Heritage’. If you ever go to Kolkata, it will seem to you that you are in front of a huge
history book. The city of Kolkata is surrounded by history just like cloud surrounds
Darjeeling orcherrapunji . Where ever you will look at, you can see palaces and castles
which are founded by kings or British East India company stand in the heart of city raising
their head like warriors.

From toddlers to senior citizens assemble there to see that history with their surprised
eyes. sitting in the tea stall, from unemployed young men to high qualified employees of
government office drink cup of tea praise talented men and read news paper . Some of
them defame those talented men. According to them there should not be any defect in the
deeds of talented men. Nothing goes wrong if there are so many defects or in own their
deeds . But if there is any defect in the deeds of talented men the great epic ‘Mohabharat’
becomes unholy . In Kolkata there is no way of walking on the road of the city . So many
cars come running from all around the city just like horses of race ground run in the race
ground. The lengthy Hooghly river is flowing in the City like a snake and some bridges are
hanging over the river. Some goods loaded ships keep floating towards another port. If you
gaze at that ,it will seem to be a portrait of a unknown City done by an unknown artist. If
you go to college street (Boi Para), you will see shopkeepers of book shops are sitting with
so many books of different languages and different editors. The students from schools
colleges and Universities go there to buy books to make their dream come true. Some old
aged men also go there in search of a companion of their retired life. At setting afternoon
from school and college students to professors of colleges,universities and journalists go
to the historical ‘Coffee House’ to have a chat with their friends and to sip cup of coffee.
They spend there hour after hour sipping cups of coffee and gossiping with their friends. As
much as it carries history, culture or Heritage, since eld has been standing as a battlefield.
Here the battle means fight between men and machines for survival, not the fatal struggle
with sword or gun with any enemy team. Thousands of workers from far away villages
come to the battlefield of Kolkata in sun or in rain. Troops of workers from Diamond
Harbour and Kakdwip come to the battlefield of Kolkata with their sweated body by
crowded Diamond Harbour local or Lakshmikantapur local .Then the battle gets started
between men and machines. Leaving Sleep or hunger and being smeared with smart,they
fight with machines to produce new ingredients. Sometimes those workers sit for strike
against owner in the demand of increasing their salary or bonus. Some people sitting inside
high corporate office, design apps and websites . These Apps and websites are sold at high
price in the market of technology. At noon all of them get free for one hour or half an hour.
There are some people in the battlefield who sit outside their working place to earn money
by meeting the hunger and thirst of those hungry and thirsty fighters . Then again their
fight continues for more few hours . At afternoon when sun is about to set in the sky they
are fight comes to an end. Then those fighters run for train or bus . Some of the fighters
return home being winner in the battle and some of them return home being defeated in
battle. However Kolkata is a battlefield . so it will make someone laugh and someone cry .
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fﬁﬂ- BA (hons) Journalism and Mass Communication
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Name - Abir Roy
Semester-5
Stream - BA (Hons ) Journalism and Mass Communication

Name - Sohom Chatterjee
Semester -5
Stream - BA (Hons ) Journalism and Mass Communication
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Name - Sattik Choudhury
Semester-3

Stream - BA (Hons)

Journalism and Mass Communication

Name - Arpan Naskar

Name - A. Ganguly Semester-1
Vivekanda College Stream - BA ( Hons)
Journalism and Mass Communication

Name - Sattik Choudhury
Semester-3

Stream - BA (Hons)

Journalism and Mass Communication
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359 - BA (Hons) Journalism and Mass Communication

Name - Oishani Mukherjee
Semester -1
Stream - BA (Hons) History

FALL'S ECHO

Zest on the cards
Palate on my welkin;
Misty breezes entangled
Sets the brio startling.

Overcast or not
Shimmers ‘round the bay,
A jovial aura

Brimming with gay.

A freshness, the incense,
The harbinger to embark;
Plenty and mirth in fields
With Autumn brewing its path.

With hymns and vibrancy clasping hands

And hues of chimes in the lamps;

The delight in approaching and fear of retrograde
Itis but

An ephemeral respite from the plodding days.
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WISH YOU WERE HERE

Name - Sohom Chatterjee
Semester-5
Stream - BA (Hons) Journalism and Mass Communication

Summer comes along with the wish that you were here,
After a long stressful day, we would sit beside the Ganga
The pleasing breeze running through your hair
Me staring at you with a smile on my face
| wish you were here.

Monsoon comes along with the wish that you were here,
We would be browsing through books at College Street
And suddenly the rain interrupts our quest
We run to a shed of a store, to keep ourselves dry and the hot tea later
| wish you were here.

Festival comes along with the wish that you were here,

On Oshtomi night you and | would be walking side by side
You looking graceful in saree and bindi, making every guy jealous of me
And me trying to protect you from all the harms of their sight
| wish you were here.

Winter comes along with the wish that you were here,

We visiting the museums and churches and taking pictures
My lips would be drier than Sahara
And you scolding and applying moisturizer
Just me staring at you with dumb blinking eyes
| wish you were here.

Spring comes along with the wish that you were here,

We would be sitting in the mild sun at Moidan
Witnessing the hustle and noise of the traffic passing by
I would be resting my head on your lap
Reminiscing about the time we've spent together
| wish you were here.

But who are you?

Are you just my imagination? Existing only in my mind?

Or are you out there? Tackling the world alone or with someone
Or waiting to meet the one ?

I still don't know, neither am | able to get going without you.
But I still wish you were here.
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