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Editor’s Column

As Abraham Lincoln once commented, the art of writing is perhaps the
greatest invention. In an age where its significance is being forgotten, it is
especially important to preserve and encourage it. The free expression of ideas
is the bedrock of intellectual prosperity. The protection of this freedom is
essential for any modern society and a value that all educational institution
must kindle.

@mass.com , the departmental journal of Journalism and mass
Communication Department of Vivekananda College ,Thakurpukur is a sincere
attempt to fulfill that very responsibility. It offers an apt platform for students
to channelize their thoughts and explore their creative identities. On the
occasion of auspicious Sharad utsav we are presenting a collage of beautiful
stories, articles, exquisite poetry, painting and photographs to create a memoir
that is valid testament to what we stand- individuality, benevolence and the
courage to express oneself.

Happy reading!
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MESSAGE

Mass Communication is a subject of great relevance today. Those who study it seriously,
know it well. There are, of course, people who discredit journalism, without knowing its
contribution to the society. Democracy remains alive through journalism and mass
communication. Politicians and businessmen try to use them for their benefit — one for
propaganda and the other for sales and marketing; if we don’t fall a prey to them, none can
guestion the credibility and the genuineness of the subject and its skills.

The skills of journalism need to be learnt with great patience; it is not easy as some would
like to think. A college journal is a wonderful means to learn the basic skills. Everybody
today prefers the mobile phone or other audio-visual gadgets to procure information or
news; but the print media teaches one the basics of expression, through writing. Without
this training, the foundation of mass communication skills remains shaky. There may be
different styles in print writing, AV scripting or web content creation but all these skills
germinate from communication principles taught through journal writing.

All the best for those who will create “@mass.com”

Buroshiva Dasgupta
(a masscom teacher & practitioner)

Director,
School of Mass Communication, Fine Arts & Design
Sister Nivedita University
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Navapatrika: Vegetal Symbols of Magna Mater

Kuntal Narayan Chaudhuri
Assistant Professor, Department of Botany, Vivekananda College, Kolkata
knchaudhuri@gmail.com

The cult of Magna Mater or the 'Great Mother' is probably the oldest religion and venerates
the Earth as the metaphorical source of Life. The Indic Magna Mater, Sakti or the 'Energy’, is
manifested in myriad forms of the primordial feminine in classical pantheons as Devr or the
'‘Goddess', but as Yaksi or the 'Nymph' of folklore bears deeper roots stretching into the
unfathomable depths of prehistory.

In Bengal, and others parts of eastern India, the harbinger of autumn are the endless white
arrays of wild sugarcane—Saccharum spontaneum L. (Poaceae)—in full bloom, called
kasphul in Bengali, fluttering and dancing in the breeze under clear blue skies. The autumnal
festival of Durgapuja, synchronized with the ebb and flow of traditional agricultural
almanacs, is a poignant return of the goddess along with her children (and their animal
mounts), from her celestial snowy abode on Mt. Kailasa to her earthly kith and kin living
next to the golden rice paddies of the Gangetic delta. Along with her clay idols, impeccably
draped and decorated with the milk white solapith—Aeschynomene aspera L. (Fabaceae)—
craft called $oldrsaj in Bengali, nine vegetal symbols of Sakti that tenderly assumes the
mystical form of an ensemble of nine types of sacred leaves called the Nabapatrika, are also
propitiated. These nine sorts of leaves are from nine different plants, each symbolizing its
tutelary deity who embodies its life sap. These are called in Bengali: (1) kala or banana i.e.
Musa x paradisiaca L. (Musaceae), (2) kacu or taro i.e. Colocasia esculenta (L.) Schott
(Araceae), (3) halud or turmeric i.e. Curcuma longa L. (Zingiberaceae), (4) Jayanti or river
hemp i.e. Sesbania sesban (L.) Merrill (Fabaceae), (5) bél or woodapple i.e. Aegle
marmelos (L.) Corréa (Rutaceae), (6) dalim or pomegranate i.e. Punica granatum L.
(Lythraceae), (7) asok or ashoka i.e. Saraca asoca (Roxb.) Willd. (Fabaceae), (8) mankacu or
giant taro i.e. Alocasia macrorrhizos G.Don (Araceae), and (9) dhan or paddy i.e. Oryza
sativa L. (Poaceae).

Popularly called Kalabou i.e. literally the 'Banana Consort' in Bengali, in the wee hours of
Mahasaptami the banana tree and other plants are ritually bathed in a river and
ceremoniously placed next to the idol of Ganesa (the 'Lord of Hosts') for the ritualized
worship of Durga (the 'Invincible One'). The constituent crop species of the Nabapatrika
have immense ethnobotanical significance as staple food, spices and medicine. Their
invisible divinities viz. Brahmani, Kalika, Uma, Kartiki, Siba, Raktadantika, Sokarahit3,
Camunda and Laksmi respectively, embody myriad facets of the life-nourishing forces of
Nature. Thus, as the Divine Mother, the Puranic guardian deity is now inseparable from
these relics of vegetal or arborescent nature spirits of the agrarian communities of yore.
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KOLKATA’S FIRST TRANSAGENDER PRIEST
TRISHA CHATTERJEE

Since childhood we have seen priests as brahmin male figures. The stereotype was broken
when a person broke all the norms and converted from a woman to man to fulfill his
dreams. He never knew whether he will be accepted by the society. The patriarchal
society has always been supressing and dominating over women, but eventually the norms
have changed. Where women are victims of oppression, men with feminine traits and
masculine women do not exist in the hierarchy of society.

Kavirag Poddar, a priest was performing Durga puja for the first time where the idol
surprisingly itself was " Ardhanarishwar”. Kavirag is a metamorphosised male - one who
became a male from a female. He is the first transgender priest. Even after the Indian
government has recognized the rights of LGBTQ, it was still difficult for people to accept it
from their hearts. He still somehow challenged the prevailing religious norms. He worshiped
‘shakti’ even after belonging from a vaishnava family.

Kavirag mentioned in an interview that when he was in university no one knew him as
Ketaki which was his former name. His nickname was Kishai that is Krishna and Rai. It
is written in the Bhagavad Gita that Radha was part of Govinda so Krishna and Rai are
the same, which symbolize his identity. He even has masters degree in two subjects and
has done his research on Durga puja and the rituals during his third masters. He
mentioned he got help from his gurukul and from the Brahma Samhita - the only granth
of the vaishnavas, containing all the puja archanas. The puja was taking place in the
house of another transgender woman, Anuradha Sarkar who was helping him during the
aarti to other services.

His first puja was held in the home of Ranjita Sinha back in 2018. He was a member of
the Transgender Development Board of West Bengal Government and one of the active
organizers of transgenders. Ranjita mentioned that there was a time when the existence of
the third gender was socially accepted in the puranas through har-parvati or
ardhanarishwara. Those ancient socially accepted the ideas in this puja.

Kavirag said that he used to be very close to his father until he mentioned about his real
identity. He was told that all the studying will go in vain as he will not be able to do
anything in life with his new identity. He said his father had not spoken to him since
then. His mother and relatives supported him silently. He fought through the whole journey
to reach where he is now.

Being transgender is extraordinary, strong, persistent and resilient. They have the courage
to break free from the box we are put in by the society, religion, family, moments in
history and even our own mind.
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Rammohan Roy - the man who led India to modern age

Subir Ghosh

After the death of Aurangzeb in 1707, a state of utter political chaos and social disorder set in all over India. It
became impossible to create a congenial environment for fresh and creative thoughts to flourish. For a little
over hundred years, the country hovered between two worlds -- one dead, the other powerless to be born.
Rammohan Roy arrived at this fateful juncture -- during a period of moral and intellectual decadence in India.
As a young scholar, Ram Mohan had witnessed the colonialisation of the subcontinent —transfer of power
from the Indian feudal lords to foreign mercantile marauders. These catastrophic events, accompanied by
the collapse of the law and order and a dismal socioeconomic scenario, the Dark Age had cast its ominous
shadow over India.

Heralding a new dawn
An age is called dark when reason is at a discount, even dangerous. Social decay and loss of ethical values

bring about long spells of chaos and disorder. This is a time, when society accepts dogmatic beliefs without
guestioning or doubt. Ram Mohan Roy grew up in this dark and dismal perspective. He heralded a new dawn
as the morning star of the Indian Renaissance -- a prophet of humanism and rationality.

Every Renaissance begins with a cry -- the cry of the human spirit to be free. The renaissance that Ram
Mohan ushered in marked a period of transition in values, transformation in social sensibilities and rebirth of
cultural creativity. The intellectual attributes of a moribund society came to life again.
Ram Mohan had a humanitarian vision, strengthened further by a scientific outlook. Almost for a whole
century, it is difficult to trace any other illustrious social or political thinker in our country except him. It was
in this context that Nehru welcomed him as the harbinger of the modern age in India.

Synthesis of the East and the West
Ram Mohan attempted to awaken the Indians from the sleep of a century. Like the ancient Roman God Janus

— the god of transition and beginnings -- he tried to usher in the age of liberal reformist modernization. He
revived the ancient Indian scriptures and texts like the Vedas and the Upanishad. Simultaneously, he stressed
on rationalism and scientific approach with a synthesis of the best of the East and the West.

The Brahmo Samaj which he founded was a progressive movement, brought about by the reaction of Western
thought upon native philosophy. He revived interest in the ethical principles of the Vedanta school to
counterbalance the Western assault on Indian culture.

Rammohan used to share the view of the ancient Roman dramatist Terence: | am a human being; nothing
human can be alien to me. Such an outlook envisions the notion that human beings should embrace all
knowledge and develop their own potentials as fully as possible. He fervently advocated social and religious
reformation, a free press and progressive education when the rest of the country was immersed in
complacent and comfortable slumber.

His biographer Sophia Dolson Collet aptly described him as " a living bridge over which India marches from
her unmeasured past to her incalculable future, between ancient caste and modern humanity, immemorial
tradition and inevitable enlightenment. "

Nirod C. Chaudhary suggests Ram Mohan Ray's attire reflects his liberal attitude -- his head was adorned by
Hindustani Baniyan cap, his moustache represented a Bengali Brahmin, he was swathed in a chapkan and a
shawl indicating his Persian influence, and wearing a shoe like an Englishman.


https://www.azquotes.com/quote/198746?ref=dark-ages
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Vedanta
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An ardent nationalist

As an ardent nationalist, Rammohan contributed much to the growth of national consciousness and public
opinion in the subcontinent. When the British ruler John Adam imposed restrictions on the Indian press in
1823, Rammohan and his friends protested by submitting a memorial to the Privy Council. The memorial was
rejected on the ground that a free press could not exist in a country that did not enjoy political freedom.
Again, at the initiative of Rammohan Roy and his friend Dwarkanath Tagore, a signed petition on behalf of
the Hindu and Muslim citizens was sent to the British Parliament protesting against certain discriminatory
clauses of the Indian Jury Act of 1826. When the Bengal government proposed a more traditional Sanskrit
college in 1823, Roy protested that classical Indian literature would not prepare the youth for the demands of
modern life. He proposed instead a modern Western curriculum of study.

Rammohan used to share the view of the ancient Roman dramatist Terence: | am a human being; nothing
human can be alien to me. Such an outlook envisions the notion that human beings should embrace all
knowledge and develop their own potentials as fully as possible. He fervently advocated social and religious
reformation, a free press and progressive education when the rest of the country was immersed in
complacent and comfortable slumber.

In his newspapers, treatises, and books, Roy tirelessly criticized what he saw as the idolatry and superstition
of traditional Hinduism. As a social engineer, he opposed the savage custom that forced a widow to immolate
herself on the husband's pyre. He organized public opinion and began a relentless campaign against the
inhuman practice. Eventually, the British government abolished Sutee in 1829. He also campaigned for equal
rights for women, including the right to remarry and the right to hold property.

Foreshadowing Marxist philosophy
Ram Mohan watched with enthusiasm the progress of the reform movement in England and the liberal and

nationalist revolutions in Europe. In a letter to James Silk Buckingham on 11 August 1822, he asserted
'enemies to liberty and friends of despotism have never been and never will be successful', foreshadowing
Marxian philosophy. His liberal democratic ideas sowed the seeds of a liberal constitution in India after the
Independence. Incidentally, he also laid the foundation for prose in the Bengali language and made it strong
enough to carry the weight of his philosophical arguments.

Gandhiji’s mentor and an ardent patriot Gopal Krishna Gokhale described Ram Mohan as the 'Father of
Modern India'. Yet Ram Mohan’s relentless struggle to bring about a synthesis between the East and the
West, was often misunderstood in some quarters. Gandhiji objected to Ram Mohan’s devotion to Western
education and dubbed him a "pygmy". Probably, it escaped his notice that a defining feature of Ram Mohun’s
movement was an inquiry into the past and an assessment of the strength of Oriental tradition to overcome
contemporary problems. Recall how he quoted from Hindu scriptures in his debate with his opponents on the
abolition of the burning of the widows. However, Rabindranath Tagore understood “Ram Mohan had the full
inheritance of Indian wisdom. He was never a school boy of the West, and earned the dignity to be a friend of
the West." Gandhiji later contradicted his own cultural pluralism with the fault he saw in Ram Mohan’s
efforts.

Strikingmodernity
Today, two hundred and fifty years after his birth, we remain grateful to Ram Mohan’s legacy -- the broad

scope of his enlighted social vision and the striking modernity of his thought. He groped for a way out in an
era of darkness and doom. If in our generation we can see further, it is only standing on the shoulders of
giants like him.

As the poet said: There are no paths. Paths are only made by walking. Ram Mohan walked alone. The
momentous step that he had taken to lead the country out of darkness toward light of reason is his
memorable contribution to the making of a resurgent India.


https://www.britannica.com/art/Indian-literature
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