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Socio-ethical Prospects of

Euthanasia in Contemporary Era .
A Critical Appraisal

Tania Roy

Introduction

Death is most undesirable but unavoidable subject to us. We 4
are naturally afraid of uncertainty and what come of us afte,
death is very uncertain. This is the reason why we feg]
uncomfortable to think and talk or make a discussion about that
truth. However, we cannot be absconded from this obvious fact.
There are many causes of death. It may be the result of an acciden,
malnutrition, a disease, predation or suicide and euthanasia.
According to WHO’s (World Health Organization) statistical
analysis in 2015, almost 56.4 million people die due to top 10
causes, Ischaemic heart disease, Stroke, Lower respiratory infections,
Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, Trachea and bronchus cancers,
Diabetes, Alzeimer disease, Diarrhoeal disease, Tuberculosis and Road
accident. Suicide is now one of global phenomena in worldwide.
About 8 lakh people die due to suicide every year, that means one
person die in every 40 seconds. Almost 78 per cent of suicides
occur in low and middle income countries. Like suicide euthanasia
is very relevant issue in recent years. It is an issue of applied
ethics. Like Peter Singer, James W. Rachels, Philippa Foot the
most honoured philosophers play a very important role in
euthanasia issue. Whether ‘euthanasia’ is morally right and whether
it should be legalized or not is one of the concerning question
in this area. Department of Law also concern about the issue.

What is Euthanasia?

We all tend to be happy and want to lead a healthy life. However
future is so unpredictable. Sometimes bad things happened 1D
our life. We might be attacked some incurable diseases. Some ©
them are very painful. Sometimes old people could not tolerat¢
that suffering and they want to be free from those painfu
circumstances. Even family members of the patient do not want

50
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1. Introduction :

Consciousness is a speciality of all the living
beings. Though consciousness can be realized but it is not
so easy to explain other experiences like emotions, pain
etc. which are very subjective in nature. People may
report their own conscious experiences, but fail to

understand others. In the last few decades, philosophers
have engaged to find out the nature of consciousness and
examined how to know the consciousness of others. In
recent days, cognitive science has developed from
computational models to computer robots to answer the
issue from a behaviourist and functionalist point of view.
Cognitive scientists are concerned to the behavioural
response to external stimuli and they have considered that
brain functions are responsible for conscious mental
states. Philosophers and scientists are investigating
whether there is any chance to make a computer model or
computer robot which has a cognitive aspect as well as all
the special characters like pain, emotions etc. To discuss

the development, we must knoy x

q the napy,
consciousness first and then we cap el
. PRt Z € Whest.
there is any possibility to impute it i, {;:lt[h:r
" mClii

Intelligence or not.
25 Consciousness and its Nature :
Since the last nineteenth century Philosopherg of
mind have investigated the nature of consciousnesi‘
William James described five characteristjg o*
consciousness in his book The Principles of Psychology
In this book James described consciousness as a stream of
thoughts which is very personal, ever changing
continuous, independent of the external object and
selective in nature. William James admitted
consciousness as a personal faculty. He considered that
consciousness is known by an individual's own self. S0,
he discussed consciousness in a general sense and he did
not explain how we can know the consciousness of

others. :
In the twentieth century, David J. Chalmers. oneo

*Ph.D Research Scholar in Philosophy, University of Calcutta

Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy, Vivekananda College, Thakurpukur, Kolkata, India.
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Animal Abuse: A Reflection of Social Violence
Tania Roy"

Abstract
Humans

living beings, such as animals, for their :
that animals have the same right to exist on this earth as we do. Animal

cruelty, often known as animal abuse, is the intentional infliction of suffering
or harm to an animal for reasons other than self-defence. A shocking number
of cases of animal cruelty are reported every day but the majority of cases are
not reported. Since cases of animal abuse are not recorded by the state
authorities, it is difficult to assess such incidences and redressal them.
However, using the existing available information we can try to analyse the
nature of such abuse and prevent them. There are several NGOs and
organizations like PETA that take necessary actions against these abusers. In
this article, the author has tried to show how people harm innocent animals for
e and how one can prevent this. Though there are laws to punish
the majority of people are unaware of them. So, lack of
awareness and human initiative, the extortioners never get properly punished.
In this article, the author has discussed the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
Act, 1960 and other laws, and the way to get help. The author endeavours to
grow awareness among people through this writing. To become human, it is
necessary to be kind to non-humans because it is our moral as well as legal

obligation towards nature.
Keywords: Animal abuse, cru
Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960

Introduction
All living things on earth have the right to live, but humans are

frequently callous to their suffering and continue to cause
them harm because animals cannot speak the human language.
Every day, animals are struggling enough for a scoop of food
and life too. They are searching for shelter to save their life
from a natural calamity as well as a human attack because
today humans have become selfish for their own pleasure and
needs. Humans have forgotten that they destroyed the house of
animals by building their luxurious homes, but nevertheless,
they do not even regret their actions. Every day, they try to
harm such speechless innocent animals, try not to help them,
and even slaughter them for their pleasure. Always humans try
to make their living hard, though animals do not blame them.
Then, we should be thankful to them. However, people do not

are now so self-centred that they abuse and even slaughter other
pleasure and needs. Most are unaware

their pleasur:
those people,

elty, PETA, the Prevention of

* Assistant Professor in Philosophy, Vivekananda College, Thakurpukur,
Kolkata.
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INTRODUCTION

It is undeniable that women in ancient India used tO. enjoy .a?] equal Stﬁtus With mg,, .
SVETy aspect of life which inter alia includes the educational rxg t as well. A
Lopamudra, Lilabati, Maitreyi, etc. were few examples of emme'nt Women
dignified position in that period for their knowledge and devo.tl.on. Unfort
invasion of the Mughal and British rulers largely affected the condition of v.vo
However, the overal] literacy rate of India after independence gradually reviy
percent (1951 census) to 74.04 percent (2011 census). On the other hand, the
gap between men and women started from 18.30 percent ({951 census) t
census) does not indicate a consistent and significant outcome thereof. A stud

Statista in 2021 shows that the gender literacy gap is mostly found in rural In
percent women are illiterate a
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Chapter - 34
Role Of Artificial Intelligence 1y,

Envj
An Analyticq Sru;;nm“m Protection:
~Tania Roy’ '
Abstract |

In the present Chapter, the authoy shows the se of Ar
in environmental protection and how . "

cial Intelligence (A1)
. ese solutions .
environment. In this context, the author glse hiohi: are uscful for greening our

of Al Over the past several years, we've seen how AL which has i tc lf.lwfpra;ncr
decades, is beginning to have a significant impact on susrafnahjﬁn. and :';:;F ed for
environmental protection in general and carbon Jooiprint in particular Fﬂr:j:ﬁ::f
and reducing energy use, energy-efficient building design, planning to ,,,'; tigate eﬂ'rcfr
on environmental degradation and climat

e change, and enhancements 1o the safer
i oa . . ' “ fr-}
and comfort of the living inhabitants of th 4

. . e environment are some of the applications
of Al 1o sustainable architecture. Big Data (BD) now complements Al techniques and

applications, particularly those for sustainable architecture, which are revitalized by
BD. This chapter there has also included how it can protect our environment and also
there have been discussed possibilities of Al in the environment. The present study
begins with an introduction to the development of Al in the domain of environmental
sustainability and is followed by the abjectives, methodology, and limitations of this
study. The history and techniques of Al are introduced at the outset of the current study:
An explanation of Al approaches follows this. After that, there is a debate about how Al
protects the environment. Al is constantly becoming part af our everyday lives: its effects
are being seen in advancements made in environmental science and environmental
management. Al has found applications across a broad range of ecological sectors,
including natural resource profection, energy management, poliution control, wildlife
conservation, waste management, clean energy, and agriculture.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence (Al), ervironmental protection, sustainable
development, Big Data (BD), sustainable architecture.
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