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TUSHI MISTRY

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

VIVEKANANDA COLLEGE (THAKURPUKUR), KOLKATA, INDLA

Abstract :

Sathsaya Is one of the padartha whose nature have been considered in details in nydya darsana. Maharsi Goutama
believes that vicara or critical considerabon constitute the method of NyBya dardana Sameaya constitute the
precondition of vicira He has dealt with the nature ol sarhgaya also. Sarmisaya has been mentioned in the first sutra of
Nydya darsana. While defining soms$aya maharsi says in his nydya sutra

“Samandnekadharmopapatiervmpratipatterupalabdhyanupalabdhyavyavasthdtas ca videsapekso vimarsah Samsayah
1N/1/231" according to Maharsi “vimarga” is laksana of Sarmsaya which means viruddha knowledge or knowledge of two
incompatible property as charactetised the Same object

Now the guestion Is, does the definition of Samsaya any way Suggest the form of Samsaya? Every Sameaya has two
parts: i) dharmi or the Subject and i) prakara or the property which Characterizes the Subject. In a Samgaya the number
of prakaro s more than one and they are Called the koti's of Samsaya, Usually Sams$aya expressed in the form of a
guestion Such as ‘Is that &8 man or & tree trunk? or 'Is that a man or not? If the kotl's of Samsaya can all be positive
properties of bhiva dharmas then the Samsays would be bhivaprakiraka; but if one of the koti's is bhiva or positive and
the other Is (s absence or abhéva then the Samsaya would be bhayabhayaprakiraka Navyas say that Semsaya is always
bhivabhivaprakaraka, but the pracinas admit bhivaprakdraka Samsays, Now the question arises that how many koti's of
there in the case of doubt? are all the koti's bhdva? or biiiva and abhdva? In the Second case koti's consider as viruddha
If all the koti's are bhava Can they be treated as viruddha? The navyas end pracina Nawydylkaes differ in regerds to the
nature of kotl's of Samsaya, the question remain which of the two is to be Consider as more acceptable? This some of
the point | going to discuss in this paper

Samsaya |s one of the padarthas which have been considered In detadl in nydya darsana - Maharsi Goutama Believes
that viciira or critical consideration constitutes the method of Nyidya darsano - Sarmdaya constitutes the Pre-condition of
vicéra , He has dealt with the nature of Samsaya also . Samdaya has been mentioned as third padartha in the first sitra of
Nyaya  darsana \While  defining  Samdsya Maharsl eays in his  Nydya sOtra -
samananekadharmopapatiervipratipatterupalabdhyasnupatobdhyavyavasthitas  ca  visesapekso vimarsah  Somsayah
hsy23p.

From this laksana (ts follows that . doubt Is that wavenng judgement i which the defining cogniton of the specific
character of any one object is wanting, and which arises either -a) From the cognition of the characters
cammon 1o the object concemed , or b) From the cognetion of characters that serve 1o distinguish an object from diverse
objects, or c) From the presence of contradictory ogenions | - and the appearing of such wavenng judgements s due to
the uncertainty attaching to perceptions and non perceptions .

According to Maharsi “vimardah® s the lsksane of Semdaya It means viruddha knowledge or knowledge of two
incompatible properties as characterizing the self same object. Vatsyayana and Uddyotakara also admitted this laksasa
of Samsaya, But in his bhigya Vitsyayana says - “bastuvimarsahmatryamanabadharanarh Samsaya” Pracina Nalydylka
Bhasarvajia says in his Nydyasara "Tedanabadharana JAanam Samsaya® Its suggests that Sarhdaya Is an Indeterminate
knowledge. Vrittikara Viswanatha says in his Vyitti "Ekodharmika viruddha bhavabhavaprakiraka jionam Sarmsaya®. This
indicates thot, the knowledge of the soll same object o5 visesya having bhiva and abhiva as prokira is considered os
Samsaya .

On the basis of the above mentioned lakganas it can be said that, Sarmgaya is an uncertain of indeterminate cognition
of same object. In case of Samsaya or doubtful cognition, there is really no doublt regarding the subject, in the senge that

the cognizer |s sure of i1s existence, but there |s uncertainty regarding its characterization. If we expressed our Samsaya
in the form of logic then it looks like K [{S) (P)-(S} (=P)] but never K {(IP) ) (=P}] like that. K« Knowladge, S«Subject of
knowledge, P=Bhdva kot of pusitive properties, ~P=Abhdva kotl of negative properties.

When one has 8 Samsaya or doubitful cognition about an object, the object is apprehended but not fully and clearty, and
whatever s known sbout it suggests a number of incompatible properties as possible predicates of it. But those
properties being i patible, all of them cannot be predicate to the thing perceived; and in the absence of the
knowledge of any characteristic. Which show the presence of one of the iIncompatible properties in the thing, the cognizer
15 not in a position 1o alfirm one of the sasd properties in particular Thus he Is in a state of doubt, that i5, he cannot make
up his mind in favour of any of the alternatives. Therefore, the uncertain or indeterminate character of Samsaya or doubt
pertains to the koti's or altemative properties which appear to be possible predicates of the thing percelved.

Usually Sarmsaya expressed in the form of a question Such s ‘Is that a man or @ tree trunk?’ or 'Is that a man of not”
from the explanation we see that overy Samsaya has two parts 1) dharmi oc the Subject and i) prakira or the property
which Characterizes the Subject. In a Samsaya the number of prakéra is more than one and they are Called the kotl's of
Samsaya If the koti's of Sarhgaya can oll be positive peoperties or bhiva dharmas then the Samsayas would be
bhivaprakdraka, but If one of the koti's is bhdva or positive and the other is its absence or abhiva then the Samsaya
would be bhavabhiavaprakiraka Navya Nelyayikss says that Saméaya is always bhavebhavaprakaraka, but the pracina
Naiyayikos admit bhavaprakiraka Samsayo also,

This controversy over the form of Samsaya ts actually a controversy regarding the nature of the koti's of Samsaya. In
order 10 settle this issue we need to analyse first the sense In which koti's of Samdaya are said 1o be viruddha or
incompatible. Bocause, both the schools of Nylya agree that the koti's of a Sarmgaya must be incompatible, and follows
from the very defmstion of Samsaya. About the laksana of virodha Viswenétha says In his Ramarudr *Virodhosca
Tedadhikarana Vottittvam®. Accarding to him two properties can be said to be viruddha if each co-exist with the absence

of the other. Bollabhaciriya says in Nydya lilavati® virodha of the koti's of Samdaya are bhiavabhivaprakaraka or
enntradietnre hu thair natira Bnth tha srhande af NuSus anma that thae batl'e af Samdaua must he incamnatihla far that
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